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The RICHMOND BIRDWING CONSERVATION NETWORK (RBCN) was 
founded in July 2010 by retiring Members of the Richmond Birdwing 
Recovery Network Inc. This new community-based Group was formed 
under the umbrella of the Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland. 
RBCN promotes conservation of the Richmond birdwing butterfly 
Ornithoptera richmondia, its food plants, Pararistolochia spp. and the 
butterfly habitats. Membership of the Network is open to anyone 
interested in the Richmond birdwing and other insects of conservation 
concern. RBCN encourages liaison between community members, 
Catchment and Landcare groups, and the relevant local and state 
government authorities. RBCN hosts general meetings, workshops and 
field Days.  Its Newsletter is published 3 — 4 times annually. 
 

The accepted designs for RBCN logos were submitted by Nita Lester.  
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

 
Soon after the last Newsletter was published and while we were 
having a warm and mild summer, the welcome and moderate rainfalls 
had induced our vines to grow well and produce the new soft leaves 
needed as food by the Richmond birdwing butterfly larvae 
(caterpillars).  However, early in January 2011 we were all shocked 
and saddened by the impacts of huge rainfalls, first to the west 
following the extreme discharge from Wivenhoe Dam and then 
devastation from flood waters at Toowoomba, Murphy’s Creek, 
Grantham and Brisbane, and further on into many other centres in the 
southern parts of Queensland.    
 
Many businesses, homes, gardens and planted birdwing vines were 
inundated, causing huge hardship and emotional stress.  I hope all 
RBCN members have managed to get through this devastating time 
without loss of life.  Our thoughts and best wishes are with you in this 
re-building phase.  When Network members have had a chance they 
have started restoring damaged gardens, so if you have suffered 
please contact any of the Committee members and we may be able 
to arrange volunteers and provide some birdwing vines to help re-
establish the vine and butterfly populations in your area. I would like 
to acknowledge the tremendous efforts and the many donations by 
RBCN members to flood relief in Queensland. 

 
Projects 

School Trellises (FACSIA grant): One trellis has been erected at 
Kenmore State High School site, another at the Moggill State School, 
while two have been delayed because of rainfall effects. Funds have 
been requested for the production of teacher work sheets and the 
organisation of teacher workshops.  We have also requested an 
extension of this grant till June 2011, so we can complete these 
tasks. 
 
SE Qld Flagship Sites (Caring for Country grant): Don Sands has 
started surveying the sites to verify the ecology of wild birdwing vines.  
Working with Paul Grimshaw (ex DERM), Don is fine-tuning the data, 
based on the Qld Herbarium records, the RBCN national database 
and new sites not previously recorded.  A second community 
workshop is being organised for Northern NSW – Mullumbimby on 
March 13th (see back cover).  All are welcome to attend.   
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Other workshops are proposed for Byron Bay and the Kin Kin areas 
later in the year. A second flagship site in Brisbane has been 
identified at the Conservation Park, Mill Road, Pullenvale where Don 
Sands is planning with DERM officers, to develop a vine 
establishment and management strategy. 
 

CVA Flagship Project: Project on hold due to diversion of CVA team 
to restore damaged areas in Toowomba and work with RBCN is to 
commence later in 2011.  Brisbane Vine Sites Feasibility Study (BCC 
grant):  Several Council sites have already been identified in the 
western suburbs of Brisbane.  Major survey and consultation with 
Council reserves officers is expected to commence mid February, 
2011.  Project 1/8 completed. 
 

Database & Website: The RBCN website was greatly affected when 
heavy storms flooded Hugh’s down-stair’s office. After some intensive 
work, Hugh has got everything working 100% again and flood-proof 
backup provisions are in place.  You have done a great job Hugh! 
 

Membership and Finance Report: The total bank balance at 31 
January 2011 was: $25,600.00, most of which is from external funds 
set aside for RBCN projects. Financial Subscribers to the Network, 
including those past RBRN Members who had paid in advance, 
numbered 2015 at 31 January 2011.   
 

DERM MEDIA RELEASE - 24 FEBRUARY 2011: 
RARE JEWELS RE-DISCOVERED AT COOTHARABA 
 
            Hon Kate Jones 

    Minister for Environment and Resource  
    Management and Member for Ashgrove  

 
A threatened species of butterfly has returned to its former haunts on 
the Sunshine Coast, thanks to a successful breeding program 
between the State Government and the community. Minister for 
Environment and Resource Management Kate Jones said today the 
Richmond birdwing butterfly has returned to Kin Kin and Cootharaba 
for first time in 17 years. “The Richmond birdwing butterfly is striking 
to see and now the Sunshine Coast community can enjoy its beauty 
once again,” said Ms Jones. “The successful conservation of this 
species is the result of close collaboration between the Government 
and the community, and we should all be proud. The butterflies were 
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initially bred in captivity and reintroduced at a trial site to restore the 
wild population. The discovery of the population in surrounding 
regions offers hope that populations further south may be restored.”  
 
DERM Manager of Threatened Species Partnerships, Dr Ashley 
Bunce, said that in April 2010 the first trial release of twenty captive-
bred butterflies occurred in the recently declared Dangerbridge 
Nature Refuge at Cootharaba. “In December, while releasing eight 
more caterpillars, the discovery of eggs and caterpillars of the 
Richmond birdwing butterfly gave evidence that natural breeding was 
occurring, and most likely by individuals released the previous April,” 
said Dr Bunce. “The same month twelve butterflies were also 
reported around 500m from the caterpillar release sites along Kin Kin 
Creek – the first time in 17 years”.   
 
“In February 2011 another 43 caterpillars were released at the 
Dangerbridge Nature Refuge. The same day, caterpillars were found 
for the first time ever in the adjoining Elanda Point section of Great 
Sandy National Park, as well as 14 km away in Tewantin National 
Park. Since then, Richmond birdwing caterpillars have been 
discovered on land from Cootharaba to Tewantin and Cooroy in the 
Noosa hinterland, most likely as a result of eggs laid by adult 
butterflies dispersing from the original release site on Kin Kin Creek.” 
 
Ms Jones said under a joint project between DERM and Richmond 
Birdwing Conservation Network (RBCN) in April 2008, Richmond 
birdwing butterflies from different areas were mated to produce 
offspring more adaptable to a changing environment.  “The success 
of this breeding program goes to show that preserving these 
significant remnant pockets of rainforest and protecting them from 
development by participating in the Nature Refuge is well worth it,” 
said Ms Jones.  “Future releases of captive-bred caterpillars will 
continue in 2011, while annual monitoring at Cootharaba and other 
release sites will determine the success of the breeding populations 
of these beautiful butterflies.” 
 
(Ed.:  see our centre plate of Jeni Nichols celebrating the return of  
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healthy birdwing numbers at Kin Kin Creek. Jeni must be congratu-
lated for nominating her property as a Nature Refuge and for encour-
aging the in-breeding depression studies to be carried out in the field 
on her property. The research has been led by DERM scientists Drs 
Ian Gynther, Rosie Booth and Jacqui Seal, who have developed the 
out-crossed stocks being used in the field experiments with the Rich-
mond birdwing butterfly in south-eastern Queensland. We are proud 
of the collaboration that has developed between RBCN and DERM 
and congratulate those involved for achieving such a notable suc-
cess!). 

RAINFOREST SKYWALK BOOSTS THE BIRDWING  
POPULATIONS AT MOUNT TAMBORINE   
               Richard Bull 
 
The recently opened Rainforest Skywalk located on highway 95 on 
the upper northern slopes of Mount Tamborine, is a breathtaking set-
ting for the public to view majestic rainforest giants and the 40m Ban-
galow palm groves, from the safety of probably the most spectacular 
treetop skywalk in Eastern Australia; but in addition, to observe at 
close quarters, the Richmond Birdwing butterflies can be seen in their 
natural habitat flitting through the foliage. 
 
Skywalk is the brainchild of the Moore family, who for 26 years have 
owned and preserved this unique 11.5 ha pocket of lush rainforest 
located on upper Cedar Creek on the northern slopes of Mount Tam-
borine, part of the beautiful Gold Coast Hinterland. Although timber-
cutters took most millable red cedars and some other species from 
the area 100 or so years ago, remaining rainforest species have since 
achieved fully mature dimensions, creating an awesome canopy tow-
ering 20 or so metres above the treetop walkway, which is in places is 
40m above ground level. Old Pararistolochia praevenosa vines occur 
throughout the forest area and on my walk along the 1.5km of forest 
walking paths, several masses of vine had frequent attendance by 
egg-laying large female Birdwings, while a male glided above the 
trees nearby. 
 
Sons in the Moore family, Nick and Brendan Moore, manage the park 
complex and are the driving force behind its improvements, with 400-
450 new P. praevenosa vines planted in the last 2 years and nectar  
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plants for butterflies are being propagated at present. Three well pre-
sented signboards feature the butterfly, its life cycle stages and the 
food plant, while rainforest tree species are named along the course 
of the forest walking path that winds through spectacular forest to the 
cool rocky gully of Cedar Creek, where platypus can be seen swim-
ming in crystal clear pools.  Nick is planning to plant many more P. 
praevenosa vines throughout the park and is keen to be involved in 
DERM’s ‘In-breeding Depression’ Project as he has concerns that 
their “island of rainforest” may not be subject to sufficient natural re-
plenishment of genetic material, due to its relative isolation from other 
colonies.  
 
This is a spectacular forest reserve for family outings and one of the 
few locations where the public can readily observe Richmond bird-
wings during the summer months. Put it on a list of ‘special places’ 
where you take visitors. I can recommend it. 
Location: Take the Mount Tamborine road from Tamborine Village 
bypassing the Bearded Dragon Pub. The Skywalk turnoff is approxi-
mately 1km up the hill past the Thunderbird Park or 3km down the hill 
from North Tamborine.  

 
A REVIEW OF LAURA LUTTRELL’S RESEARCH PAPER ON 
BIRDWING VINES (PUBLISHED IN RBCN NEWSLETTER NO 19)  

Greg Siepen  
 
As reported in the last RBCN Newsletter, high school student Laura 
Luttrell has been studying the growth of birdwing vines at Eerwah 
Vale.  Her research project focussed on the growth of birdwing butter-
fly vines growing in different soils, and different environmental condi-
tions; it made excellent reading!  Laura also examined the responses 
of planted vines to light intensities and canopy cover. For vines and 
other plants to grow well, a number of soil factors are required in the 
right balance.  As you all probably know, the Richmond Birdwing 
vines grow best in soils with a pH range of 6.5-6.8 and soils with 
moist, well drained and fertile conditions.  The School should be con-
gratulated for encouraging this type of applied research by students. 
Laura’s research showed that - 
• Dead vines occurred in soils with a pH of 5.5, while the healthy 

vines grew in soils with a pH of 6.5-6.8 
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• Healthy vines grew in soils with a low nitrate level (20-40 ppm). 

• Too much water can kill vines, as the water excludes oxygen from 
the soil pores, and vines grow best in well-drained soils. 
A balance of light and shade is needed for healthy vines to be 
vigourous.  Too much shade limits growth rate of the vines; too much 
sun causes the leaves to harden, a natural response to prevent plant 
moisture loss. 
 
Implications. Although Laura studied a small of plants her research 
findings support the broader knowledge about growing these vines, 
including: (i) when light and soil conditions are not ideal the birdwing 
vines will struggle or die.  (ii) If vines are growing in open areas, extra 
plants should be planted near the vines to give them some shelter 
from high light intensities.  This will help the vine produce soft leaves, 
ideal for the birdwing butterfly larvae. In areas subject to inundation, 
Laura recommends trenches be dug around any existing vines to 
prevent the soil from becoming water-logged, excluding oxygen and 
ultimately, death of the vine.  If vines are not growing healthily in 
shaded areas, it may be useful to prune the surrounding vegetation 
so vines can receive more light to photosynthesise (and produce food 
for itself).   
 
If birdwing vines are growing well in one location in your garden or in 
a forest, Laura recommends you plant more vines close by, as this 
site is obviously providing the right characteristics for the vine. Well 
done Laura, for doing such an interesting scientific experiment. 

 
CORRIDOR COORDINATOR’S NEWS FROM THE SUNSHINE 
COAST                                                                                                 
                Ray Seddon  
 
Birdwing butterflies are breeding and flying at Currimundi Beach. 
Birdwing butterfly vines were planted out by pupils of the Caloundra 
State Primary School at Currimundi Lakes, just north of Caloundra on 
the 14th of July 2010. Members of The Friends of Currimundi Lake 
Group, planted twenty birdwing vines and two hundred and eighty 
coastal dune-adapted plants along the southern walkway at Frank 
McIvor Park at Currimundi beach. The Group leader, Rhondda 
Alexander coordinated the activities on the day while Sunshine Coast 
Council, Community Support Group supplied the plants.  
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This event was highlighted after the planting by a long time resident 
Cliff Hargreaves, who proudly escorted us to his lake side home, 
where in 1990 he and his late wife Margaret, planted a birdwing 
butterfly vine. On inspection this vine has become established in 
coastal sand, ascending to the upper most branches of a Paperbark 
Tea Tree, (Melaleuca quinquenervia, 7-8 m high) supporting a dense 
canopy of leaves.  Cliff‘s daughter really topped the day off by 
showing us a photograph of a newly emerged male birdwing, taken 
only a few day’s beforehand. This is the most positive evidence that, 
birdwing butterflies have in past years, been reported along the 
coastal dunes between Caloundra and Point Cartwright, at the mouth 
of the Mooloolah River. Helping to verify this observation was a 
sighting during the previous breeding season: a female birdwing that 
had flown in from nearby colonies.  Breeding sites are now present at 
North Buderim, Mons, Tanawah. and the Jawarra National Parks, and 
at the junction of the Bruce Highway and Steve Irwin Way, are the 
nearest known colonies.   
 
The Community Group Support Field Leader, Rhonda Martin, a staff 
member from Sunshine Coast Council, along with the Lake 
Currimundi Catchment Care Group, worked on two consecutive days 
- 28th & 29th of September, to plant 150 birdwing vines. Seventy five 
vines were planted in Noel Burns Park on the north side of 
Currimundi Lake and 75 vines in the south branch at Creek Side. 
These are to be followed up with plans to plant 50 more by year 5th & 
6th grade pupils from the Caloundra State Primary School over the 
next year. The 200 vines will form part of a continuing corridor along 
the Mooloolah River to Point Cartwright, to join with the lake and 
canal systems to the coast, encouraging birdwing Butterflies to move 
at will. Point Cartwright, has since 1996, been a target for 
encouraging return of the birdwing butterfly and many vines are 
already established by the community with signs erected by the 
Council.  
 
Planting of vines by students from several local schools, members of 
“Friends of Currimundi Lake Group”, “Currimundi Lake Catchment 
Care Group”, Sunshine Coast  Regional Council, and other 
community groups, reflect the on-going partnerships with RRCN 
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This is an outstanding example of how a flagship species, such as the 
Richmond Birdwing Butterfly, can bring the community  together in a 
tangible way and focus to secure and enhance habitat for threatened 
wildlife in the urban and coastal region of the Sunshine Coast. 
 

(Ed: Dr Bert Orr, our last Speaker at the General Meeting in Febru-
ary, reported birdwings breeding in his garden in Currimundi Road, in 
January 2011—a new locality record) 
 
Australia Day celebrations at Noosa. Sunshine Coast RBCN mem-
bers Joan Heavey, Ray and Pam Seddon, Kylie Walker and Mal 
Davis, represented RBCN at the “Australia Day” celebrations held at 
the Noosa/Tewantin Lions Club Park. We were delighted and sur-
prised with the amount of interest by visitors in our official RBCN 
Richmond Birdwing Display board. An enjoyable day was had by all 
with proceeds from sales of birdwing butterfly vines donated to the 
“Premier’s Flood appeal”. These vines were grown and donated by 
volunteers on the Sunshine Coast. On this occasion, people reported 
sightings in the Noosa and areas beyond, including Eumundi and Te-
wantin. Our new RBCN Member, Lorraine Hunter had recently seen 
birdwings breeding on her planted vines near Kin Kin Creek in Janu-
ary 2011.  Lorraine’s property is very close to the Elanda Point sec-
tion of National Park where birdwings are again breeding. 

 
Sunshine Coast Council’s Land for Wildlife field day at Royston / Kil-

coy. There was a good attendance at this very informative field day 
held on Saturday 28th August 2010, at the property of Michelle Led-
with, the local “Land for Wildlife Officer” in the area and Member of 
RBCN. Marg Cortis RBCN Coordinator was also there, along with 
Deb. Metters, “Land for Wildlife Regional Coordinator” from SEQ 
Catchments. Ray Seddon gave a presentation on the Richmond Bird-
wing Conservation project which was received very well. 
 
The Kilcoy Wood Wine and Art Show. Ray and Pam Seddon along 
with the local RBCN Coordinators, Michelle Ledwith and Margaret 
Cortis, at this two day event on September 11th & 12th 2011 with an 
education stand and vine sales. The response from the community 
was very rewarding with a list of people willing to help in many ways 
towards the recovery of the RBB in the Kilcoy area. All birdwing vines 
taken to the event from the Seddon’s Nursery were sold.  
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WESTERN CORRIDORS AT YARRAMAN: BEFORE AND AFTER 
THE FLOODS   

Susan Reilly 
  
The first section of this report covers the period from 4 September 
2010 to 24 January 2011.  The “Colours of Yarraman Garden 
Competition” held its inaugural competition during the weekend of the 
4th and 5th. September 2010.  On our return from Brisbane, Scott 
Reilly and I were awarded the “Habitat Garden” prize; so we donated 
the $50.00 prize to the purchase of P. praevenosa vines for planting 
in the Endangered Vegetation Area (12.3.7) of Yarraman Creek. Scott 
and I had a very successful day at “The Blooming Beautiful Blackbutt 
Spring Festival” on Saturday 9th. September 2010.  We set up a very 
basic RBCN / WPSQ information display, and obtained the names of 
24 local landholders who wished to plant P. praevenosa vines on their 
properties.  Four of these people have already planted P. praevenosa 
vines and one person suspects that she may even have wild vines on 
her property. I have placed numbered dots on our “Rural Roads and 
Local Town Maps” and on my Nanango -9344 and Kingaroy -9244 
1:100 000 maps. The interested individuals live in Nanango, 
Yarraman and the Blackbutt/Benarkin area. 
 
For the last three years, I have attended Brisbane Valley Rail Trail 
meetings - the last and most western railway station on this line was 
at Yarraman. My interest is based on the enrichment of the Rail Trail 
as a biodiversity corridor, based on the same principles as the 
Queensland Stock Route and the Travelling Stock Reserves in NSW.   
I believe that if the larval food plants of the Richmond Birdwing 
Butterfly, with nectar-producing plants for adults, are planted along 
the Rail Trail at suitable locations from Yarraman to the junction of the 
D’Aguilar Hwy with the Brisbane Valley Highway, essential vegetation 
linkages can be made towards the existing birdwing habitats from 
Stanley River to Woodford.  If landholders abutting the Rail Trail are 
prepared to assist by planting host plants this goal may well be 
achievable. 
 
Melanie Doheny, Principle Project Officer from the Resource and 
Landscape Planning, Strategic Projects, Department. of Infrastructure 
and Planning, generously shared her tent with us at the Blackbutt  
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Spring Festival.  Melanie was most interested in the potential use of 
the Rail Trail for environmental conservation, and broadening the 
base of public interest in habitat restoration.   Melanie invited Scott 
and me to set up a RBCN display at the “Volunteer and Small Busi-
ness Opportunities Day” on 28th September 2010 at the Moore Me-
morial Hall, Moore.  During the day I spoke to Steve MacDonald who 
organised the day and was responsible for the Brisbane Valley Rail 
Trail.   He and Melanie gave me contact details for contacts in the 
SEQ Catchments, including Jean Bray who has inputs into the 
revegetation plans for work along the Rail Trail.  I gave Jean Bray the 
RBCN website and a list of nurseries from where P. praevenosa can 
be obtained.  I have spoken to Liz Gould who is supportive of the 
planting of host and food plants for the Richmond Birdwing Butterfly 
along the Brisbane Valley Rail Trail. (Liz was the former SEQC con-
tact for the most successful RBRN Project – Ed.).  At the meeting at 
the Moore Memorial Hall another 5 landholders agreed to plant P. 
praevenosa.   
 
On Saturday 16th. October 2010, Scott Reilly and I opened our 
“Habitat Garden” to the Blackbutt / Benarkin Garden Club; we had 
gardeners visit from Moore to Nanango.   The gardeners were able to 
see our 4 years old vines, P. praevenosa in full flower, as well as the 
17 other newly planted vines.  Nine gardeners from this group also 
signed up to plant the host vine.    This gives us a total of 39 people in 
this part of the South Burnett who are interested in the return of the 
Richmond Birdwing Butterfly.  The Blackbutt/Benarkin Garden Club 
have offered to promote the planting of Richmond Birdwing host vines 
in their Newsletter.    Yarraman has a Community Radio Station – 
4WHO – 99.7 FM, I will organise a time to speak about the Richmond 
Birdwing Butterfly.   

Three Yarraman residents have donated vines to us to plant up-
stream, in fringing vegetation away from the possibility of vandalism. I 
have scanned the male Birdwing Butterfly image from the front cover 
of the RBCN Newsletter, laminated them and placed that image on all 
our vines.  As our house and garden are on the linking road between 
the D’Aguilar Highway and the New England Highway, and adjacent 
to one of Yarramans 10 walking tracks, this will publicise the west-
ward thrust of the RBCN. I will now write/phone/email, all individuals 
who expressed interest in planting P. praevenosa, and ask those who 
have existing vines or intend to plant vines, whether they are  
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prepared to have a GPS readings taken at their front gate for the 
RBCN database and give them the website details.  I will take orders 
for vines and Scott and I will collect them, hopefully en route home 
from the RBCN meeting on the 20th. November 2010.  
 
Scott and I set up a display at the Blackbutt/Benarkin Lions Club 
Christmas Festival  on 10th. December 2010.   Hugh forwarded to us 
one of the RBCN pull-up display boards and I spoke to those attend-
ing, about the aims of the RBCN in the Western Corridors.  There are 
now 51 landholders in this region of the South Burnett who have 
planted and wish to plant P. praevenosa.  Steven Plant from the 
Toowoomba Regional Council’s, Crow Nest Community Nursery do-
nated 40 Melodorum leichhardtii  - Zig-zag Vines to those who wish to 
plant a butterfly friendly garden.  These have been distributed to all 
who have purchased P.praevenosa.  
 
I drafted a play on the life cycle of the Richmond Birdwing Butterfly, 
set to Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky’s  2nd. Act of “The Nutcracker Suite”.  I 
have sought advice on obtaining financial grants to pay for good qual-
ity fabric to make the costumes and props.  I hope that in 2011 this 
play can be performed by the school children from all the little rural 
schools in this area.  I had hoped to make up prototypes of the cos-
tumes during January 2011, and thus gain an idea of the costs of fab-
ric etc., but the flood events of the 10th,11th and 12th January 2011 
halted the above plans.  
 
The floods! Yarraman received 143mm. in a few hours on the 10th. 
and 400mm. of water flowed under our hi-set  house from 10 - 12 
January 2011.  At midnight on the 11th. a severe storm dumped 
150mm. in a few hours, and at least 4 large dam walls broke up-
stream on the Yarraman Creek.   720mm. of water flowed under our 
house.  The upstream Blackbutt/Yarraman Soccer demountable club-
house/canteen floated off its stumps and broke up en route past our 
home, taking much of our garden.  We have lost 20 P.praevenosa   
vines including a 5 metre vine planted in 2006 and about 2/3rds of our 
garden.  Our lives, our home and our desire to re-establish our gar-
den are intact.   Scott’s and my thoughts and sympathies are with 
those less fortunate than ourselves. On 24 January 2011 I met with 
the new Yarraman School Principle, Mr Ashley Roediger and he is  
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most enthusiastic about future RBCN activity and inputs at the 
School, and possibility of the play.  I will ensure that the RBCN Chair-
man is informed of times and destinations of any Richmond birdwing 
work we are undertaking in our area, for insurance purposes, public-
ity and to encourage RBCN representatives to attend events. 
           

BUTTERFLY TRELLISES FOR SCHOOLS 
Greg Siepen 

Under our grant from the Queensland Community Benefit Fund, trel-
lises are being bought and erected at four schools in South eastern 
Queensland (e.g. Kenmore High School, Moggill State School, Beer-
burrum State School, Yarraman State School) and teaching materi-
als are being designed to assist teachers to use the trellises as out-
door classrooms.  The trellises were designed by Birdwing member 
Ray Seddon and he has organised pre-fabricated packages which 
are available to schools and other community organisations.  RBCN 
Member Damien Egan erected the Kenmore and Moggill Schools’ 
trellises in January 2011. 
 

PLANNING AND INTEGRATING RBCN WEBSITE WITH THE 
WILDLIFE PRESERVATION SOCIETY OF QUEENSLAND WEB-
SITE 

Hugh Krenske 
Preamble. This document is an attempt to look at some of the 
broader issues and directions being considered to bring the ‘old’ 
RBRN website (including the newly developed one) up to date for 
RBCN, and under the umbrella of WPSQ.  To help make a decision 
with the old RBRN website, I will outline a number of points. First, an 
organization website is that organization’s exposure to the world.  
There is only one home page with many pages attached.  A well de-
signed website will have consistency throughout, so that at any one 
time, there is no question about what organization is being observed, 
regardless of the page presented on the screen.  The WPSQ website 
does this exceptionally well, while the Queensland Government 
Website, at the top level, displays consistency throughout its immedi-
ate pages. 
 

In large organizations such as the Queensland Government, the vari-
ous Departments have their own websites which may differ  
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considerably from the Queensland Government’s top level website, 
for example, the DERM website or the DPI website which are all De-
partments of the Queensland Government.  CSIRO is another Or-
ganization where you may see how the websites of the different sec-
tions differ conceptually from the CSIRO home page. But one thing is 
true in the World Wide Web: no organization, or a section within an 
organization, has two websites. 
 
A Background to the WPSQ website. I have checked the projects on 
the WPSQ website (www.wildlife.org.au) fairly thoroughly.  All of the 
projects have dedicated sections that cover activities of the Network 
including its aims, events, contacts, membership and newsletters. 
Some groups have downloadable newsletters (PDF format), while 
others (e.g. Platypus Watch) have an electronic and monthly informa-
tion bulletin for children, called “Platypus Diary”.  Only two of the pro-
jects have links to websites which have different domains, and they 
are listed below.  
 
Platypus Watch has a link to the Gold Coast Catchment Association 
Inc. (www.goldcoastcatchments.org). This is a totally separate and 
incorporated Organization with its own meetings and management 
committee, etc.  WPSQ also has a project called Platypus Watch and 
its own management.  There does not seem to be any sub-
organization responsibility of Gold Coast Catchment Association Inc. 
to WPSQ.  There is a link on their website back to WPSQ website. 
Their Management Committee do not have emails with links to 
WPSQ Management Committee.  They recognize the contribution 
from WPSQ along with many other organizations. 
 
Seagrass Watch has a link to Seagrass-Watch 
(www.seagrasswatch.org). The latter appears to be an internationally-
based Organization with its own management, website and newslet-
ters, and again, it recognizes WPSQ as a contributor to their Organi-
zation. For future discussion I propose we review - 
 
Current use: 
The WPSQ website has a single presence on the WWW that covers 
the organization and all attributes that make up that Organization, in-
cluding the various Projects.  The inclusion of RBCN will therefore 
mean that extra pages will be developed on the WPSQ website to  
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• include aims, subscribers, contacts, newsletters etc.  This is the 

responsibility of the web master. 

There is one web master for the WPSQ website to manage what goes 
into the website and where but I am not sure how this is done.  There 
are two possibilities: (i) the web master is emailed by the various sec-
tions of WPSQ with the content that has to be updated, or (ii) various 
WPSQ persons are nominated to login and upload the changes as 
needed. 
Future needs:  

• The RBRN website and the beta version of the RBCN website 

was developed with the intention of involving a number of regis-

tered members to undertake various functions, such as entering 

details of events and news, updating valid survey results and 

uploading newsletters, documents etc.;  To mention a fewR. 

• There has been discussion about developing a separate data-

base to record location and ecological details for wild vines. 

Their identities would have been have verified by botanists or at 

the Herbarium, using preserving pressed specimens sent to 

them by authorized collectors.  I do not see the need for such a 

separate database as this information already exists in the cur-

rent RBCN database, with identities showing “confirmed by” and 

“confirmed date” fields. If a separate on-line database is re-

quired, then it should be done in cooperation with DERM’s Wild-

net, a facility provided by DERM of the Queensland Govern-

ment.  

(Ed. Ecological data on the birdwing vines are being prepared by 

drawing on the RBCN data base, revising the authenticity of published 

records and adding relevant information about interactions.  Don 

Sands and Paul Grimshaw are preparing these data as part of the lar-

ger RBCN’s Caring for Country Project, to assess threats and the con-

servation actions, information needed to restore connectivity  
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between birdwing populations. Experimental components not yet 

been completed - require review before publication.  The work also 

up-dates accuracy the of Wildnet data). 

MINUTES RBCN SUBFUND MEETING NO 2  
 

Venue: WPSQ, Level 1, 95 William Street, Brisbane               
Date and Time:  Monday 7 February 2011 
Present: Don Sands, Greg Siepen, Jenny Thynne, Des Boyland & invitee 
Hugh Krenske (by Phone 12.20 pm – 1.05 pm)) 
1. Welcome by Chair. Don Sands (Chair) welcomed participants, noted the 
meeting was quadrate, and declared it open at 12 .07 pm.  
2. Apologies: Christine Hosking. 
3. Minutes of the meeting held on 26 July 2010. Des informed the 
meeting that the draft minutes of the July meeting had been circulated, with 
some amendments received and since incorporated. Amended minutes had 
been circulated with the agenda for this meeting for consideration. No further 
amendments advised. 
Motion: The minutes as circulated be adopted. Moved: Greg, seconded 
Jenny  CARRIED 
4. Actions arising from the meeting of 26 July 2010  A table of actions 
and current known status had been circulated. Des advised that duty lists for 
various positions had not been done. Greg advised that the spread sheet 
covering projects and status had been done. The T shirt action was on-
going. It was resolved to note the actions taken or not yet acted on. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
The Committee was reminded that Hugh Krenske was on standby via phone 
awaiting a call. It was suggested that the business items that required 
Hugh’s involvement be listed and Hugh be invited to participate by phone.. 
 
Don welcomed Hugh (via phone hook-up) at 12.20 pm and advised that his 
participation was required on two topics: 
• Workshop at Mullumbimby with the Rainforest Rescue acting as host..  
• Website server and secure back-up for RBCN. 
Workshop at Mullumbimby. 
A brief history and background was given. It appears to be a mystery how 
the event went from being fully funded and organised by the Rainforest 
Rescue with RBCN providing the speakers and expertise to the RBCN 
carrying the costs and the Rainforest Rescue charging a registration fee. 
When questioned about the registration fee and its use Rainforest Rescue 
indicated the $10 was for venue and food costs and insurance. Concerns 
were expressed about the precedent of charging a registration.  
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In addition there was concern expressed about the quality and possibly 
supply of plants. When it was suggested that plant quality should be 
documented, it was quickly explained it was in many newsletters etc. The 
meeting was advised that Don and Greg are visiting Rainforest Rescue to 
finalise arrangements later in the week.  The was a question of why the 
Subfund was at all involved. Des advised that as funds were involved –
technically the funds are the responsibility of WPSQ- there is a requirement 
that funds are being managed appropriately and should any grant funds be 
involved there is an onus to ensure funds are expended in accord with grant 
criteria and that the necessary mechanisms are in place to acquit the grants. 
 
It was resolved that in future there is an agreed standard operating 
procedure for the conduct of workshops. Documentation of criteria potted 
plants must meet to be suitable for sale should be available on the web and 
be readily accessible. 
 
Server backup 
 
Hugh Krenske was thanked for his efforts and time so generously given. 
Hugh explained his processes for back up including his frequency and 
informed the Subfund of the size of some of the files. It became obvious that 
the discussion had evolved into technical information that at least the 
majority of members did not comprehend or were in a position to make 
informed comment. It was resolved that Hugh provide the necessary 
information to Tim Meyer in a form so that Tim can assess what is required 
and how best to back up the RBCN data base within WPSQ. There was a 
plea to ensure that the address on the RBCN web site is correct. As P.O. 
Box numbers had changed the new owner of the former RBRN mail box is 
starting to get a little annoyed. Hugh advised that it had been fixed and 
should no longer be a problem.  Hugh left the meeting at 1.05 pm. 
 
5. RBCN Newsletter 
 
There was general discussion about the newsletter. Chris is the Editor but 
Don is filling that role to a large degree as Chris completes her Ph D.  
To continue the same format and produce about 300 per edition, costs to 
produce at a Quick Copy would amount to about $1000 per edition. Don 
recommends and has agreed to produce the two remaining editions up to 
June 2011 in the same format.  
 
It was reinforced that obtaining a printer through a grant to be housed at 
WPSQ for production of the RBCN newsletter was not an option. It was 
emphasised that associated cartridge and time costs makes that option non 
viable. 
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The production of the Newsletter is the responsibility of the Network but as 
WPSQ’s logo is on the publication, the SubFund is involved. 
Several options were outlined including but not necessarily limited to: 

• Limit the colour to front and back page 
• Use quarto rather than B5 

• Reduce the number of pages 
• Reduce the number of editions per annum 

• Increase fees for RBCN members 
It is a matter for the network to resolve and have a recommended way for-
ward by end of May 2011.  
 
6. Membership list/register 
This issue was discussed. Difficulties with the current process were outlined. 
It was stressed that there has to be a paper trail. It was resolved that Jenny 
to receive a written membership form or appropriate written information in an 
agreed format. This information can then be used to update the membership 
register and produce labels for newsletters etc and will reduce return to 
senders. 
 
7. New logo 
Insufficient submissions were received to make a selection by the deadline 
of 10 August In spite of some differing views and few submissions, the new 
logo was selected by the Network Committee and is to be adopted. Don to 
provide contact details for WPSQ, for the winning designer, so that a compli-
mentary annual subscription to Wildlife Australia Magazine can be arranged, 
and as agreed to by WPSQ. 
8. Servers etc. Already discussed 
 
9. Additional Tasks for WPSQ. 
Don indicated this had been discussed in part. There can be assistance in 
despatching newsletters, envelopes, handling returned mail etc. 
 
10. CVA and MOUs 
In response to an inquiry from Don, Des advised that discussions had taken 
place with Mark Dwyer and Damien Ferguson from CVA and himself and 
John Holmes from Wildlife Land Fund Ltd. (WLFL). WLFL offered their hold-
ings at Witta and Reesville both in the Maleny region as areas on which vol-
unteers can operate.  It was suggested that planting of the vines, weeding 
and rehabilitation would be appropriate. At this stage WLFL could not indi-
cate if WLFL was in a position to contribute financially to any project. It was 
indicated by CVA they were not looking for funds at this stage and some cor-
porate funding may be available. CVA also advised that relatively short no-
tice of projects may occur. WLFL advised that WLFL does employ contrac-
tors but both contractors have advised that there may be some involvement 
of CVA and that they would need to accommodate any such events. 
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CVA advised of two projects in the Brisbane area involving RBCN. The meet-
ing was one of greeting and exploration of potential projects. There was 
agreement in principle that WLFL and CVA could form a working relationship 
but there was no documentation signed. CVA gave approval to the issuance 
of a media statement with the courtesy of a copy being forwarded to them. 
Don indicated that the report satisfied his need. 
 
11. WPSQ/RBCN integration. 
 
The Subfund was advised that there were no significant issues and certainly 
no adverse comment from membership had been received. Some of the mi-
nor issues, more of an administrative nature, have been address periodically 
and again today. The only issue that has surfaced is that a page for the 
WPSQ website was requested from RBCN in November and to date there 
has been no response to the request. An explanation was forthcoming that 
the bulk of that had been prepared when requested but was awaiting some 
additional comment. It was suggested that what has been prepared be for-
warded. Additions can be made at a later date. 
 
12. Other business. 
Two matters were raised:  

• Don indicated he would welcome new articles for the newsletter. 

Don also raised the need for a secretary for the RBCN indicating his desire to 
reduce his time commitment to the Network. While appreciating this is not an 
issue for the Subfund some discussion on how this may be achieved fol-
lowed. No further business 
 
13. Next Meeting . 
It was suggested late May early June would be appropriate. The date is to be 
advised 
 
14. Closure .  
Chairman declared Meeting closed 1.50 pm. 
Signed by Don Sands, Chair  

/////////////.. 
 

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF THE RICHMOND BIRDWING 
CONSERVATION NETWORK (WPSQ- RBCN) 

Venue. CSIRO Long Pocket Laboratories, Saturday 20 November 2010, 9.30 

am 

Chairman.   Greg Siepen 
Attendance  23 members and visitors attended the General Meeting 
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Apologies:  Ian Gynther, Mark Dwyer, Jenny Thynne, Ray and Pam 
Seddon, Edwina Sharp, Eva Ford, Vanessa Bugg 
 
Minutes of the Inaugural General Meeting (as circulated) Moved Minutes 
be accepted - Greg Siepen, 2nd Des Boyland 
 
Appointment of Corridor Coordinators Corridor Coordinators will need to 
be financial Members and agree to provide annual reports.  
 
The following Members were proposed for approval and confirmation at next 
Network Committee meeting: Ray Seddon added a list of other candidates 
he had nominated that need to be considered for appointment at the next  
Network Committee meeting. 
 
Dale Borgelt (Brisb. W Catchments)      Kylie Walker (Southern Sunshine  
        Coast) 
Eva Ford (Mary River Catchment)   Jacqui Seal (Gold Coast   
        Catchments) 
Phil Moran (Noosa Catchments)            Dianne Sattler (N. D’Aguilar 

Catchments) 
Keith McCosh (Scenic Rim)    Dick Bull (Tamborine   
        Catchments) 
Ray Seddon nominated a list of other candidates that need to be considered 
for appointment at the next Network Committee meeting. 
 
General Business 
RBRN-RBCN Transfer matters. The finalisation of matters for Dept. of Fair 
Trading has been concluded. Membership.  Currently financial 
subscripptions stand at about 210.  Assets of RBRN Inc. Listed by Dawn 
Muir – to be noted and approved at next RBCN Committee meeting. Closure 
of RBRN Inc.: Formal date was declared by Chairman to be 30 June 2010 
Birdwing book: (Sands and Scott) Proceeds from 2005-2010 sales were 
given to RBRN. From July 2010 Don Sands has handled book sales 
privately in order to retrieve printing outlays and other costs owing to him. T-
Shirts.  The future of these, now redundant is to be decided by the Network 
Committee and at a price suitable for disposal ($10 suggested).  The 
Chairman offered to manage the sales of T-shirts. 
 
RBCN Projects (2010-2011). Chairman announced the following Projects 
and Grants for the period to 30 June 2011. The Chairman summarised 
progress with on-going grants, acquittal dates and the topics they support. 
Grants that are current — Caring for Country, FASCIA, Brisbane City 
Council and Queensland Community Benefit Fund (Gaming Machine). 



Richmond Birdwing Recovery Network Newsletter   No 20,  March 2011 25 

 
Funds held.  The Chairman tabled the 2 last bank account balance sheets 
for 29 October 2010:  
 RBRN NAB A/C      $ 15,067.92 
 RBCN-WPSQ Suncorp A/C    $ 11,827.42 
 
 Total funds held by bank    $ 26,895.34 
 
Reports.  
The Chairman reported on the following Projects: 
• Flagships corridors.  Committee proposes the following areas where 

rehabilitation will commence: Sunshine Coast; Witta, Coory.   
Brisbane; Kenmore State School, Mill Rd. (DERM Site) at Pullenvale.  
Gold Coast; Currumbin, N. NSW (cross-border); Tallebudgera Valley – 
need to choose secure sites (Hugh Krenske + Committee). 
Greg Siepen outlined progress: 
• CVA Collaboration.   
• RBCN Data Base & Websites.  Update Hugh Krenske  

• Captive rearing project. Update Ian Gynther 
• Schools projects.  Greg Siepen 

• Newsletter & Supplement  Don Sands 
• Workshops & field days : Greg Siepen - Maryborough, Mullumbimby  

• Meetings & dates – updates needed (preferred 2nd Saturday) 
• General Meetings: dates proposed, to be ratified with invited speak-

ers; November  (GM & Maryborough Workshop); February (NCM 
& GM); May or early June (GM) 

Other General business 
Updates:  
• Deadlines are needed for articles to be submitted for publica-

tion in the Newsletter 
• Permit tags.   
• Pull-up display boards.  3 Copies of first one is now completed 
• Increase in subscriptions: moved Don Sands 2nd, Des Boy-

land, increase to $15 from 1 July 2011. To be referred to Net-
work Committee for ratification 

• Recommend increase in cost of vines grown under Permit be 
increased from $6 to $7.50 or $8.00  

Guest Speaker: Dr John Stanisic –  
 
 CONSERVING THE VINE THICKET ARCHIPELAGO  

 FOR INVERTEBRATES 
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Vote of thanks.  Given by Chairman Greg Siepen.   
 

FFFFFFFFFFFFF 
 

Editor’s acknowledgements. Following closure of the CSIRO Long 
Pocket Laboratories at Indooroopilly, and move of its biological re-
search staff and projects to the Ecosciences Precinct at Dutton Park, 
it is an appropriate time for our members to acknowledge CSIRO for 
supporting, in many different ways the Richmond Birdwing butterfly 
activities since it began in 1992, when much of the input from the 
Double Helix Science Club and CSIRO Entomology scientists.  Since 
the formation of the Richmond Birdwing Recovery Network (RBRN) 
in 2005 and change to RBCN last year under the umbrella of WPSQ, 
our Group has continued to hold many meetings at the Long Pocket 
Labs. Almost to the time of closure!  As Editor of the Newsletter I 
have had constant access to CSIRO facilities and was welcomed by 
to work on birdwing matters as well as continue in my affiliation at 
Long Pocket as an Honorary Research Scientist.  My sincere thanks 
go to CSIRO’s Officer–in-Charge, Dr Gary Fitt, for encouraging this 
Project to continue, and with many of its activities supported at the 
Long Pocket laboratories until December 2010.   
 
We continue to acknowledge grants from Brisbane City Council’s 
Environmental Grants Program towards producing this Newsletter. 
The laptop computer, projector and support equipment first used by 
RBRN, and now by RBCN, were funded by a grant from the Queen-
sland Government’s Gambling Community Benefit Fund.  RBCN cur-
rently operates with past Grants from FACSIA, and current Grants 
from Caring for Country, the Community Benefit Fund and Brisbane 
City Council.  These agencies all  contributed to the production of 
our Newsletter.   
 

Readers of this Newsletter will remember that our deadline for a de-
cision on the “logo competition” that concluded on 10 August 2010, 
and the announcement at the Inaugural General Meeting that insuffi-
cient designs had been received to allow the Management Commit-
tee to adopt one of these for our logo.  I am delighted however, that 
Nita Lester subsequently submitted her design which the majority of 
members of the Committee chose to represent our Organisation.  
Congratulations Nita, for preparing the coloured, and black and white 
versions which are reproduced I this Newsletter.   
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My thanks to others who submitted logo designs and special thanks to 
Lois Hughes for her many beautiful paintings and drawings repro-
duced on the cover of our Newsletter (RBRN & RBCN) since 2006.  I 
hope we will see more of them as our Newsletter editions progres-
sively appear.  
 

 
 
 

WE NEED A SECRETARY FOR RBCN !WE NEED A SECRETARY FOR RBCN !WE NEED A SECRETARY FOR RBCN !WE NEED A SECRETARY FOR RBCN !    
    

The RBCN Management Committee would like to 

hear from any Member who is willing to be ap-

pointed to the position of Secretary. The person 

will assist with day to day enquiries about mem-

bership, with banking, maintaining the Ledger 

and financial records, and participate in quar-

terly Network Committee and General Meetings 

of RBCN. 

 

Don Sands has been acting in this position but 

finds he cannot continue to handle the roles of 

Editor as well as that of Secretary.  

 

The position becomes vacant as soon as the ap-

plicant would like to take Office and should be 

willing to continue in that role at least until 30 

June 2012. 

 

If you are interested please contact RBCN  

Chairman, Greg Siepen — on his mobile 

04016 32059 or drop him a note at — 

 

RBCN PO Box 5212, Kenmore East Qld 4069    
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RECOMMENDED NURSERIES FOR QUALITY BIRDWING VINES 
 
Gary Einam, Proplant Nursery,   Graeme Wilson 
80 Robbs Road,   Moggill Creek Nursery 
Morayfield, Qld 4506.   Gold Creek, Qld 4069 
einam@westnet.com.au   zzzgrw@bigpond.com                      
0429 342 259   (07) 3374 1218 

 

Richard Bull 
87 Bateke Road 

Mt Tamborine, Qld 4272 
rmbull46@bigpond.com 

(07)  5545 1618 
 
Ray Seddon           Graham McDonald 
PO Box 317           12 Pharlap Ave 
Beerwah, Qld 4519.           Mudgeeraba, Qld 4213 
theseddons@westnet.com.au        grahamcd14@bigpond.com 
(07) 5494 0383   (07) 5530 5299 

 
RBRN T-SHIRTS: SALE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
NOW ONLY $10.00 EACH + $5.50 POSTAGE 

 

Post order to: Greg Siepen, P.O. Box 5212, Kenmore East, Qld, 4069 
 

PLEASE MARK SIZE REQUIRED AND QUANTITY 
 

Sizes: S (Small), M (Medium), L (Large), XL (Extra Large), 2XL (Large !!) 
Please make cheques payable to WPSQ – RBCN and post your orders to 

RBCN, PO Box 5212, Kenmore East, Qld 4069. 
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This Newsletter is distributed to subscribers of the 
Richmond Birdwing Conservation Network.  Articles and 
illustrations should not be reproduced without permission 
and acknowledgement of the authors and the Editor of the 
RBCN Newsletter.  Statements made in this Newsletter do 
not necessarily represent the views of all RBCN members. 
RBCN subscribers are expected to renew their subscriptions 
each year (due no later than 1 July) if they wish to receive 
copies of this the Newsletter.   

RBCN CORRIDOR COORDIANTORS 
 

RBCN Corridor Coordinators are financial members of 
RBCN appointed annually but they need not necessarily be 
members of the Network Committee.  Corridor Coordinators  
are expected to represent the interests of local community 
groups as well as RBCN. They act as Network contacts for 

local Catchment Groups and their members who are 
interested in birdwing butterfly conservation.  

 
Corridor Coordinators provide reports for publication in the 
RBCN Newsletters. They report on habitat fragmentation, 

rehabilitation and local birdwing recovery, as well as 
birdwing sightings and birdwing butterfly breeding, and 

vines planted on public or private properties in their areas.  
 

 Coordinators keep the RBCN Secretary and Network 
Committee members informed of up and coming community 

and environmentally-related events. Whenever possible 
they assist with vine identifications and monitoring vine 

survival, providing advice for planting vines, and forward 
their records for entry in the RBCN Birdwing Data Base -

richmondbirdwing.org.au 




