
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A new phase for the Richmond Birdwing Conservation Project with the establishment of the Richmond Birdwing Recovery 

Network and the establishment of stations and corridors being cared for by community conservation groups. 
 

‘Stations’ on the Corridors 
‘Stations” at intervals on riparian corridors are being selected for intensive planting of Richmond birdwing vines.  
Where planted on public land the vines should thrive with minimum care (weeding and initial watering). The Stations 
are expected to form the nuclei for active breeding colonies and dispersal of the butterfly. 
 
This newsletter has been produced by the Richmond Birdwing Recovery Network Co-ordinators,  
Dr Don Sands and Ms Sue Scott. 
Post: RBRN, 2 Emily Street, Marsden, QLD, 4132 
Sue Scott, telephone 07 3200 7432 (evenings after 7.30 pm); fax. 07 3805 3589, email Susanne.Scott@bigpond.com 
Don Sands, telephone 07 3374 1608, email dsands@bigpond.net.au 
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The Richmond Birdwing Recovery 
Network – A New Phase 

 
 
The Inaugural Meeting of the Richmond Birdwing 
Recovery Network will be conducted at the 
Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service - sponsored 
Workshop at Brisbane Forest Park, 60 Mt. Nebo Rd., 
The Gap 4061, on Saturday 8th October 2005. 
 
Participants can register to attend the Workshop 
through the QPWS - Spring Go Bush Program  
(Telephone. 1300 723 684). 
 
The Richmond Birdwing Recovery Network (RBRN) 
was formed in 2005 as a non-profit community 
project, to develop community activities towards 
recovering the Richmond Birdwing Butterfly 
(Ornithoptera richmondia [Gray]), a threatened 
species of butterfly in Queensland.  Community 
members, conservation groups, school students and 
representatives from local government, state and 
federal conservation agencies are encouraged to 
become members of the RBRN (membership 
application form at the end of this newsletter). 
 
Cultivation and conservation of the Richmond 
birdwing vine (Pararistolochia praevenosa) is the 
major network focus as the Richmond birdwing 
butterfly is completely dependent for breeding on this 
sub-coastal rainforest vine.  Habitat loss and decline in 
populations of this vine from bushland areas are the 
primary threatening processes for the butterfly and the 
vine. Increasing rarity, habitat fragmentation, 
contraction in distribution and local extinctions of the 
Richmond birdwing butterfly have continued for the 
last 20 years. 
 
Over the past 15 years schools, conservation groups 
and members of the public have been involved in 
planting the Richmond Birdwing vine and in caring 
for and enriching natural sites where the vine and the 
butterflies still occur.  This program has been 
successful with numbers increasing in areas where 
natural vines have been cared for and where birdwings 
have moved onto vines planted in school grounds and 
in private gardens.  In the past fortnight (early 
September 2005) members of the public have reported 
seeing birdwings in gardens in Beerwah on the 
Sunshine Coast and in a private garden in Miami on 
the Gold Coast.  The drought over the past few years 
has severely affected populations in some areas and 
also many more vines need to be planted to create 
more continuous corridors for the birdwings. 

The main aims of the Richmond Birdwing 
Recovery Network are – 

  
• Planning and re-establishing food plant 

corridors - by planting Richmond Birdwing 
Vines in catchments and along watercourses 
from the D’Aguilar Ranges to the Brisbane 
River and beyond; 

  

• Propagating, planting out and caring for 

Richmond Birdwing Vines in gardens, school 
grounds and on public land; 

 

• Strengthening outlying breeding 

populations and re-establishing new 

corridors to the east and south of Brisbane, 
and, 

 

• on Kin Kin Creek planting vines to connect 

the northern outlying populations east and 
south of Gympie; 

 

• Continue information sessions, conducting 
workshops and newsletters, to raise public 
awareness about conservation of the birdwing 
and the associated sub-tropical flora and fauna 
(especially threatened insects). 

 

• The Draft Recovery Plan (prepared in 1995) 
will be revised and updated. 

 
Thank you to the following 

organisations for providing 

sponsorship and support for the new 

project: 

 
Brisbane City Council  
 
Brisbane Forest Park Resource Volunteers Trust Fund 
 
Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service (hosts of a 
scientific workshop on the project on Saturday 8th 
October and for the community morning tea on 
Saturday, 29th October) 
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Planning Workshop 
Saturday, 8th October from 9.00 am 

Brisbane Forest Park Headquarters, The Gap 
 
Queensland Parks will host a Planning Workshop & Wildlife Service on Saturday, 8th October from 9.00 am at 
Brisbane Forest Park Headquarters (BFP), The Gap.  Speakers will include Drs Don Sands and Ian Gynther, on the 
butterfly corridors and networks, and Sue Scott and Martin Fingland (BCC Catchments co-ordinator) will discuss 
networking, newsletters, school and other community projects.  Contact BFP on 3300 - 4855 for more details and 
bookings, and for a free copy of the Bush Telegraph. 
 
Notice of First Annual General Meeting of the Richmond Birdwing Recovery Network for 2005/2006 

 
At the end of this planning workshop will be the inaugural general meeting for members of the Richmond Birdwing 
Recovery Network with election of office bearers – President, Secretary/Treasurer, Corridor Contact Coordinator and 
Corridor Contacts.  To be nominated/elected for an office bearer position within the network, nominees must be 
financial members of the Richmond Birdwing Recovery Network.  Nominations for office bearer positions can be 
made on the form below and returned to ‘Richmond Birdwing Recovery Network’, 2 Emily Street, Marsden, Q, 4132. 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
Nomination for Office Bearer position for the Richmond Birdwing Recovery Network 2005/2006   
 
Nomination of ………………………………………. for the position of ……………………………………………… 
 
Nominated by ………………………………………. (Signature) …………………………………………… (Name) 
 
Please print names clearly 
 

The new network began informally during World 
Environment Day activities at GECKO House on 
Sunday June 7th, 2005 and since then community 
groups have begun nominating local catchments as 
stations for the reintroduction of the birdwings back to 
its former range.  To start with stations are being 
established across Brisbane.  
 
Members of the Moggill Creek Catchment Group 
(MCCG) and other environmental groups are planting 
Richmond birdwing vines in their gardens and with 
guidance, on public land to develop corridors for 
breeding by the butterfly from the western suburbs 
towards Brisbane. 
 
The Hut Environmental & Community Association 
(THECA) have offered to host a number of 
educational activities.  Other western corridors to date 
include Gold Creek, Gap Creek, Cubberla Creek, 
Pulen Pullen Creek, Witton Creek and Sherword.  
Eastern corridors are being established on Tingalpa 
Creek, Buhot Creek and Epripah Creek.  To the north-
east a community group is being established in the 
Wamuran Basin nearby to the birdwing population at 
Mt Mee. 
 

On the Gold Coast, at Mt Tamborine and in the 
hinterland areas community members and groups are 
involved in caring for remaining natural sites and 
planting vines in gardens and public areas. 
 
One aim of the new network will be to establish 
‘Stations’ at intervals along riparian corridors that will 
be intensively planted with Richmond Birdwing vines.  
These stations will be critical for the successful re-
establishment of the birdwings back to their former 
range.  Birdwing larvae need large volumes of soft 
leaves to complete their development on.  Therefore to 
establish breeding colonies, stations will need to have 
approximately 100 vines planted at them.  Then with 
vines planted between the stations in gardens, schools 
and along the waterways the birdwings will be able to 
recolonise and breeding be sustained with less threat 
of populations becoming isolated and 
declining/becoming extinct due to inbreeding sterility. 
 
All community members will be able to assist with 
this project by planting vines in their own gardens and 
encouraging neighbours to do like-wise.  Small 
neighbourhood groups will be an important key to 
helping fill in the corridors. 
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Richmond Birdwing Recovery Network Launch 

 
Saturday, 29th October from 9.00 am 

Brisbane Forest Park Headquarters, The Gap 
 

 

Cr Helen Abrahams, Chairperson of Brisbane City Council’s Environment & Sustainability Committee will be the 
official guest at the Launch for the Network be held on Saturday, 29th October from 9.00 am at Brisbane Forest Park 
(BFP) Headquarters, The Gap (admission free with a contribution to morning tea: $5.00 per person). Dr Don Sands 
and Ms Sue Scott will be speaking on how community members can become involved in the network both in their 
own gardens and through local community and environmental groups and networks.  There will be displays and 
information available on growing the vines and information on identifying the butterflies and the vines. 
 
 

 Birdwings of the World 
 

 
There will be an interview with Russell Mayo 
who has been collecting specimens of the 
different birdwing butterflies from throughout the 
world for many years.  Russell will be able to 
show you the many varied and spectacular 
birdwing butterflies of the world. 

 
 
 
 
 
Everyone is most welcome to come along to this launch event –  
 

• Find out more about the Richmond Birdwing and the other beautiful birdwing butterflies from throughout the 
world.   

• Find out how to grow Richmond Birdwing vines and how to become involved in establishing birdwing 
corridors. 

• Meet with other interested community members who are involved in the project. 
 
If you would like to attend this launch please send your details and $5.00 per person contribution for morning tea to 
‘Richmond Birdwing Recovery Network Launch’, 2 Emily Street, Marsden, Q, 4132. 
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What threatens the birdwing and its food plant? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Only the lowland (<500 m) and sub-coastal 
‘Richmond birdwing vine’ (Pararistolochia 

praevenosa) can sustain breeding and feeding by the 
birdwing larvae every year. During some years another 
vine Pararistolochia laheyana is a food plant for the 
birdwing larvae at the higher altitudes (>600 m) of the 
Border Ranges (Mount Warning, Springbrook, 
O’Rielly’s in Queensland and extending via the 
Western Rim to Mount Nardi in New South Wales, 
when weather conditions are suitable for survival. 
Throughout the range of the Richmond birdwing the 
impacts from clearing of rainforest for farming, 
forestry and urban development expand the 
fragmentation of a once almost-continuous distribution 
of the breeding sites.  Only replanting of vines by 
members of the community have helped to slow, but 
have not halted, the threatening processes. 
 
Looking back – what was achieved from 1989 to 

2001 

 
The Richmond Birdwing Conservation Project began 
seriously more than 16 years ago. With sponsorship 
from CSIRO and other organisations, community 
groups, students and individuals began to recognise 
the threats leading to extinction of the butterfly. NSW 
National Parks & Wildlife Service with Ranger Bob 
Moffatt’s leadership began school and educational 
activities. Later CSIRO’s Double Helix Science Club 
and The Hut Environment and Community 
Association (THECA) hosted workshops, managed 
grants and organised a range of other activities that 
concluded in 2001.  Balunyah Nurseries at Coraki, 
NSW led the efforts to cultivate the food plant vines 
and make them available to the community.  Sales and 
the planting of more than 32,000 birdwing vines in 
gardens and at bush regeneration sites began the slow 
establishing of corridors between the butterfly 
habitats.  Radio Station 4BH sponsored production of 
leaf penetrometers to test the leaf toughness of the 
birdwing vines and Brisbane’s South Bank 
Corporation sponsored plant tags. 
 

The Richmond Birdwing – Adopt a Caterpillar 
Scheme sponsored by Bayer Australia was an 
outstanding success for school students who hand-
reared larvae and studied the biology of the butterfly. 
A Threatened Species Network Community Grant 
(TSN managed by THECA), enabled the participation 
of community groups to raise awareness and assist in 
the protection and enhancement of remnant bushland 
supporting colonies of O. richmondia. 

We acknowledge the efforts of so many community 

participants, the supporting organisations, 

educational and granting bodies towards the 

establishing the Richmond Birdwing Conservation 

Project as one of the best-known examples for 

implementing insect conservation in Australia. 
 
Where have all the birdwings gone? 

 
Recent extinctions of small populations of birdwing 
have occurred near Gympie, west of Brisbane at 
Chapel Hill, and from Enoggera Creek (north) to 
Nerang (south), and disappearance of all of eastern 
populations from Mount Cotton to Burleigh on the 
Gold Coast. Although most habitats are secure at 
altitudes above 600m in the Qld – NSW Border 
Ranges, the butterfly has been unable to survive the 
dry winters from 1997-2004.  These populations are 
always dependent on re-colonisation by lowland 
individuals when the climate and montane food plants 
are suitable for breeding. 
 
Very early reports of the Richmond birdwing, 
Ornithoptera richmondia (Gray) indicated it was at 
times common in Brisbane but by the 1900’s its 
numbers and distribution were declining near the City.  
At the northern edge of the range near Maryborough, 
and southern edge near Grafton, the colonies of the 
butterfly began contracting and by the mid 1980s the 
last bushland populations in western Brisbane became 
very scarce. By 1990 extinctions had occurred over 
more than two thirds of its original range. 
 

Fragmented populations of the butterfly are continuing 
(as at March 2005) to breed in rainforest patches in 
southeast Queensland from east of Gympie, Eudlo to 
Coolum on the Sunshine Coast; on the Blackall and 
Connondale Ranges; at Mary Cairncross Park, from 
near the Glasshouse Mountains south to Woodford; at 
Beerwah and Mount Mellum; the D’Aguilar Range 
near Mount Mee and Mount Glorious (one site); near 
Nerang and Mount Tambourine, between Currumbin 
on the Gold Coast, at Canungra and in the 
Tallebudgera Valley, and on the lower slopes of the 
Border Ranges south to Wardell, northern New South 
Wales. 
 
Near Beerwah (Sunshine Coast, Queensland) care 
given by community members to planted and natural 
vines has for the first time, provided evidence that 
birdwings can breed in suburbia and move back and 
re-colonise the rainforest habitats after the drought had 
broken. 
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Richmond Birdwing Recovery Network – Corridor Contacts 
 

As part of the new project corridors are being identified for the planting of birdwing vines.  These corridors and 
planting stations will be the responsibility of local groups.  
 

Corridor Contacts Phone/email Participating Community 
Group 

Northern Corridor: Kin Kin Creek -Pomona  Ian Gynther 3202-0250 
ian.gynther@epa.gov.qld.au 

Kin Kin Creek 

Northern Corridor: Kin Kin Creek -Pomona 
  

Russell Mayo 5485-0770 
rsp.mayo@bigpond.com 

Pomona/Kin Kin Creek 

Northern Corridor: Maryborough - Gympie  Paul Marshall 5483 8866 
 

Gympie & District 
Landcare Group Inc 

Northern Corridor: Gympie - Noosa  Eva Ford mrccceva@qld.wide.net.au Mary River Catchment 
Coordinating Committee 

Northern Corridor:  Maleny – Mary 
Cairncross Park 

Mark Bonner 
 

m.bonner@caloundra.qld.gov.au Mary Cairncross Scenic 
Reserve  

Northern Corridor: Caloundra – Caboolture – 
Mt Mee 

Ray Seddon & 
Arthur Powter 

5494-0383 (pr.) 
thepowters@bigpond.com 

Land for Wildlife & 
WPSQ 

Western Corridor: Mt Glorious – BFP- 
Enoggera Creek 

Melinda McLean 
Martin Fingland 

3407-0095 
Martin.fingland@brisbane.qld.gov.au 

Save Our Waterways 
Now (SOWN) 

Western Corridor: Moggill Creek – Gold 
Creek -  

Martin Fingland 3407-0095 
Martin.fingland@brisbane.qld.gov.au 

Moggill Creek Catchment 
Group (MCCG) 

Western Corridor: Moggill Creek – Gold 
Creek -  

Chris Hosking 3374-1608 
cjmhosk@optusnet.com.au 

MCCG 

Western Corridor (vi) Gap Creek – Cubberla 
Creek 

Dale Borgelt 3374-1035 
Daleborgelt@bigpond.com 

MCCG 

Western Corridor: Pullen Pullen Creek, 
Moggill State School 

Sandra Bishop 
Brenda Williams 

sandra.t.bishop@bigpond.com 
3374-2392  Brenda@uq.net.au 

Pullen Pullen Catchment 
Group & THECA 

Western Corridor: Witton Creek - Sherwood Andrew Griffin 3379-5061 (pr.)  
andygriff1@optusnet.com.au 

Sherwood Arboretum 
(FOSA) 

Western Corridor: Witton Creek - Sherwood Dick Bull 3378-0340 (pr.) 
Richard.bull@uqconnect.net 

 

Eastern Corridor: Tingalpa Creek Rob Mollison 3397-1985 
ihboe@brisbane.qld.gov.au 

 

Eastern Corridor: Buhot Creek Sally Jenyns 3219-0418 
sally.jenyns@bigpond.com 

 
 

Eastern Corridor Epripah Creek John Moss 3245 2997 
 

Epripah Creek Catchment 
Landcare Association 

 

It has been shown experimentally that the food plant 
vines are subject to water stress. Larvae of the 
birdwings die when the leaves become too tough for 
the young larvae to commence feeding.  The recent 
drought is certain to have caused recent extinctions in 
this way and is continuing to cause contractions in the 
range of the Richmond birdwing. It is difficult to 
predict if re-colonisations will follow recent rains at 
the sites where extinctions have occurred. The 
Richmond birdwings must have at least one generation 
per year at breeding sites otherwise they die out.  
 
One matter of major concern is whether the latest 
extinctions of the butterflies from drought stress will 
be temporary or permanent.  
 

Losses of birdwing colonies occurred recently along 
Kin Kin Creek, in one or two natural bushland sites on 
the Sunshine Coast and on the Gold Coast.At the 
height of the recent drought small populations of the 
Richmond birdwing that persisted on privately-owned 
land near Brisbane disappeared and the last evidence 
of breeding at one Indooroopilly site occurred in 
March 2004. 
 
Gravid adults are known to travel 30 km and it is 
hoped that recolonising on recovering vines will occur.  
We all hope that the community efforts in planting 
corridors will contribute to reverse the contractions in 
distribution and extinctions of the butterfly in the not 
too distant future. 
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Education projects for schools 
 

In the early phases of the Richmond Birdwing 
Conservation project, many schools became involved 
by planting birdwing vines in gardens in the school 
grounds.  The schools conducted studies on the growth 
rates of the vines and the influences of local climatic 
conditions, soil types, light levels received by the 
vines.  The information provided by the schools has 
helped in the development of knowledge about how 
best to grow the vines, particularly in relation to need 
for large numbers of soft leaves.  Soft leaves are 
critical for the survival of young larvae. 

 
Schools acted as spotters for birdwings visiting school 
grounds and home gardens and valuable records have 
come from participating schools. 
 
A trial program was run with a number of schools 
adopting third instar caterpillars and rearing them 
through to pupa, caring for the overwintering pupa and 
then observing the emerging adults.   
 
The availability of soft leaves again proved to be a 
critical factor in the success of the experiment with 
students amazed at the quantity of leaves consumed by 
the caterpillars.  The project highlighted a number of 
problems with hand-rearing the birdwing caterpillars – 
providing a constant and sufficient supply of soft 
leaves; providing correct environmental conditions for 
the caterpillars (they could not be left in classrooms 
over weekends as the temperatures in the closed rooms 
are very high); providing an appropriate location for 
the larvae to pupate; and, keeping the pupa overwinter. 
 
Arthur Powter has continued this project with a 
number of Sunshine Coast schools that have large 
enough vines to support caterpillars.  Preparing vines 
for the arrival of the female birdwings in late spring is 
very important and early spring is the time to fertilize 
the vines (drill holes about 15 cm deep into the soil at 
regular intervals around the base of the vine and add a 
good slow release fertilizer); also place plenty of 
mulch and compost around the plant but not up against 
the stems and give the vines regular watering. 
 
In early September 2005 birdwings were reported 
from gardens at Beerwah where they are regular 
visitors and for the first time in a garden at Miami on 
the Gold Coast where a resident has large vines 
approximately 8 years old. 
 

A new Education Project for schools 
 

A new education program will be commencing with 
interested schools from late October 2005onward.   
 
The program will involve a more detailed study into 
the nutritional requirements of establishing vines and 
studies on propagating the vines from cuttings and 
from seed.  Schools and home gardens are critical in 
establishing the corridors to help bring back the 
birdwing.  Having 200 to 300 vines growing within a 
school and surrounding neighbourhood will hopefully 
provide sufficient leaves for caterpillars to feed on and 
for birdwing colonies to become re-established. 
 
The starting materials for this project will be 12 potted 
vines that the school will need to purchase. These will 
be delivered to the school (so that all schools will be 
starting with plants grown under the same conditions); 
4 different varieties of Osmocote to investigate 
different rates of nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium 
and different release rates; coated iron sulfate and 
crushed basalt to investigate if these influence the 
growth rates of the vines.  The vines will be delivered 
to the school as part of an information session 
provided by Sue Scott (School project Co-ordinator).   
 
The information session will be for the class/student 
group who are going to be involved in the project.  As 
a lead up to this information session assistance will be 
provided in selecting and preparing the planting site so 
that after the information session the vines can be 
planted out straight away. 
 
A second experiment will be done on investigating 
methods of striking cuttings.  Schools will be provided 
with cuttings that are already prepared by being dipped 
in hormone gel and in a potting mix sample that 
includes water gel crystals.  Schools will grow these 
on to investigate methods and the time involved in 
raising cuttings to plants that are large enough to plant 
in the ground.  Schools will also be investigating 
growing the vines from seed when seed is available 
and if swapping leaf litter from around vines that do 
produce seed pods will lead to their vines producing 
seed pods.  It is known that a small leaf litter dwelling 
midge is involved in the pollination of the vines. 
 
If your school would like to participate in this new 
project please return the below expression of interest 
form (at end of newsletter) for further information. 
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How to grow Richmond Birdwing Vines 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Richmond Birdwing is dependent on the Richmond 
Birdwing vine, Pararistolochia praevenosa, a tough-
leaved rainforest vine that is the only food plant suitable 
for its caterpillars. There are very few of these vines 
remaining in the wild in south-eastern Queensland and 
unfortunately there is no other plant suitable for 
birdwing caterpillars. The vine was once abundant along 
water courses in lowland rainforest from near Grafton, 
NSW to Maryborough, Queensland. Adult butterflies 
will feed on nectar of many different plants including 
the flowers of exotic species. Another vine, 
Pararistolochia laheyana, occurs on the Queensland – 
NSW Border Ranges where it serves as a host to the 
Birdwing in favourable years with moist, mild winters.   
 
The Richmond Birdwing's close relative, the Cairns 
Birdwing (Ornithoptera euphorion), is common in 
northern Queensland from Sarina to Cooktown where 
the Tagala vine, Aristolochia acuminata is its food plant.  
If planted in gardens in southeastern Queensland this 
vine may be used by the Richmond Birdwing but it does 
not flourish unless watered constantly.  A. acuminata is 
not considered to be a suitable for planting in bushland 
as it is not native to southeastern Queensland. 
(Aristolochia tagala Chamisso, 1832 is an invalid 
name and a synonym of Aristolochia acuminata 
Lamarck, 1783). 
 

Growing cuttings of the Richmond birdwing vine. 

 
Most of the Birdwing vines (Pararistolochia 

praevenosa) in cultivation originated from near Mount 
Glorious, Nerang, Mount Tamborine and other 
localities south of Brisbane. Currumbin Sanctuary 
developed one of the best methods for cultivating 
vines from cuttings.  They made cuttings 10 cm in 
length from established vines (NOT taken from wild 
vines – they are a protected species), each segment cut 
above a leaf node and leaving one leaf per cutting.  
The remaining leaf was cut in half using secateurs and 
the base of each cutting scraped 1 cm to remove the 
green area.  The base was dipped first in water and 
then in a hormone powder.  Currumbin used a rooting 
powder, “Stem Root No. 2”, containing 0.4% Indol-3-
butyric acid). Each cutting is then placed in microsoil 
tubes containing a striking medium. 
One 4 litre batch of striking medium is made up by 
combining: 

• 4 parts washed river sand, 

• 2 parts perlite granules, 

• 2 pars peat moss, 
• 4 spoons of micro-Osmocote or Nutricote. 

The microsoil tubes with cuttings inserted are 
maintained in the greenhouse on benches, provided 
with adequate watering, preferably by misting for 15 
minutes per day.  A heat bed is beneficial for enhance 
root formation in winter.  Cuttings take 2 months to 
callous, 6 months for shoots to emerge and 8 months 
for sufficient roots for potting up. 
 
Germinating seeds 
 
Seeds of the Birdwing vine will only develop on the 
vines if a particular midge (Forcipomyia sp.) is present 
in the area to pollinate the flowers.  These midges do 
not bite humans or warm-blooded animals. Flowering 
of vines occurs from September to about November 
depending on rainfall and seeds develop soon 
afterwards but do not ripen until about March or April.  
They mature on the vine as yellow globular, soft fruit 
when the seeds become viable.  Under natural 
conditions brush turkeys are the agents that distribute 
seeds of the Birdwing vine.  They break up the fallen 
fruit and bury the seeds by scratching as they feed on 
the pulp and they do not require ingestion to 
germinate. When growing the seeds the fruit must be 
fresh (seed remain viable only if kept moist) and 
broken up in a bucket of water before seeds are 
planted using a good quality of potting mix.  Seedlings 
will germinate from 6 weeks to several months and are 
best potted up after the second pair of leaves emerge. 
 
The best place to grow a vine 

 

Richmond birding vines prefer a semi-shade position 
with rich, moist basaltic or alluvial soil and good 
drainage.  However, the vines can tolerate less than 
ideal conditions as long as soils do not dry out and 
they have good drainage and mulch.  A piece of 
hollow log segment gives the best results for early 
establishment when slightly sunk into the ground.  The 
log segment can be filled with a good rich soil to help 
the nutritional needs.  They prefer to climb into low 
canopies of trees or on a trellis or fence. Vines also do 
well in large tubs and can then be moved if conditions 
need changing.  Trial “companion planting” of 
birdwing vines with other vines has given promising 
results, for example, with the pink-flowering 
Pandorea jasminoides , which helps provide shade 
and a place for the birdwing larvae to pupate (they do 
not like pupating on their own vine!). 
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Vines should not be planted closer than 1.5 – 2 m to 
the base of a tree.  It is better to encourage them into a 
canopy by coaxing the growing shoot along a string or 
cord, staked at the base and tied on a branch.  Once 
growing into the canopy, 3 metres or more above the 
ground the vines will branch and climb among stems 
of the supporting tree.  Deciduous trees must not be 
used as the butterfly chrysalis is usually formed on the 
supporting plant and will be lost when the leaves are 
shed.  Lillypillies (Syzigium spp.) are one of the best 
well known plants to a support a growing vine.  
Eucalypts are not suitable. Birdwing vines are not 
aggressive and do not normally smother the plants 
supporting them.      
 
Vines need to be kept moist continuously in the dry 
season unless there is good ground water.  They like 
fertiliser to become established and will grow much 
more rapidly if Osmocote © or similar product is 
provided frequently for the first 2-3 years.  Unlike 
many native plants the vines like fertilisers that are 
rich in phosphate.  
 
Each caterpillar will eat about 2 square metres of vine 
(and soft stems) and one must avoid being too 
impatient until the vines are 2 years old or more.  The 
wandering butterflies will eventually find these vines 
to lay their eggs. 
 
Dutchman’s Pipe Vine  – a Fatal Attraction for the 

Richmond Birdwing 

 
A major factor threatening survival of the Richmond 
birdwing is the introduced Dutchman's Pipe vine, 
Aristolochia elegans. The female birdwing is tricked 
into laying eggs on Dutchman's Pipe by compounds in 
the leaves but the leaves are poisonous to the caterpillars 
which die when they attempt to feed. This vine escaped 
from garden cultivation and it has invaded many parts of 
eastern Australia including the Moggill Creek 
Catchment and forestry plantations on the Sunshine 
Coast.   
 
Originally from South America, the Dutchman's Pipe 
vine has soft, pale green heart-shaped leaves and large, 
purple-veined flowers, which are distinctly pipe-shaped.  
Unfortunately the plant sets wind-borne seed and it has 
spread as a weed from gardens to bushland.  It is also 
very toxic to stock and should be eradicated at every 

opportunity. 

National Parks’ Permits for the Richmond 

birdwing stages and Richmond birdwing vine 

 
The Richmond birdwing (Ornithoptera richmondia) 
and the Richmond birdwing vine (Pararistolochia 

praevenosa) are both protected species in Queensland. 
Adults, eggs, larvae (caterpillars) and pupae of the 
Richmond birdwing should not be handled unless a 
Queensland National Parks & Wildlife Service permit 
to do so has been issued. Propagation and sale of 
Richmond birdwing vines also requires a permit as 
Pararistolochia praevenosa is a protected plant 
species of conservation concern in Queensland.  No 
plant material (e.g. cuttings) of the Richmond 
birdwing vine should be collected or removed from the 
wild without a permit.   
 
Financial members of RBRN may be endorsed for 
these activities under RBRN permits but must apply to 
the Secretary, RBRN for endorsement.  Commercial 
nurseries and commercial insect traders are not 
eligible for endorsement on these permits but can 
apply separately to QPWS if they do not already have 
a permit. 
 
NURSERIES GROWING RICHMOND 

BIRDWING VINES 

 
We would like to encourage plant nurseries growing 
the Richmond birdwing vines to affiliate with the 
RBRN and market high-quality plants to ensure 
optimal chances of survival of the vines after they 
have been planted.  We will also give them free 
advertising in our newsletter series. 
 
Graham J. McDonald, 12 Pharlap Ave, Mudgeeraba  
Ph. 5530-5299, grahamcd@iprimus.com.au 
 
Mark Hosking, 351 Boscombe Rd., Brookfield 
Ph. 3374-3453, cjmhosk@optusnet.com.au 
 
Barung Landcare Nursery, Maleny 
barung@sun.big.net.au 
 
Brookfield Garden Centre, 2371 Moggill Road, Brookfield 
Ph. 3878 7739 
 
Fairhill Native Plant Nursery, Yandina Road, Yandina 
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Conservation of  

Birdwing Butterflies 
 
This full colour book introduces several birdwing community conservation projects, by providing full colour pictures and 
information about some of the birdwing butterflies of the world and the conservation efforts towards saving them.  The stories 
have been collected throughout the Richmond Birdwing Conservation Project with many, never before published photographs. 
 
 

 

Articles include: 
 

Birdwing Butterfly Conservation: Does it have wider values? by Dr Tim New.  Tim’s 

article is about conservation projects on birdwing butterflies and their values as 

‘flagships’. 

The Food Plants of the Birdwing Larvae by Dr Don Sands. The larvae of birdwings in 

Australia, Papua New Guinea and the Solomon Islands feed on either Aristolochia or 

Pararistolochia spp.  

The Paradise Birdwing (Ornithoptera paradisea Staudinger), with special reference to 

the nominotypical subspecies from the Madang Province of Papua New Guinea by Dr Brian 

Fletcher. In 1990, a larva of this subspecies was discovered feeding on 

Pararistolochia schlechteri, the first record for over 50 years.  The rediscovery of 

this species and its biology are described.  

The Conservation Status of Birdwing Butterflies in Taiwan by 

Yaw-Long Yang and Huai-Sheng Fang.  Conservation efforts to save 

the endangered Troides magellanus, which only occurs on Orchid 

Island, off the coast of southeastern Taiwan are making 

progress. 

The Richmond Birdwing Butterfly (Ornithoptera richmondia 

[Gray]): Its natural history and progress towards recovery by Dr 

Don Sands.  An update on the Richmond Birdwing Conservation 

Project is given by Dr Don Sands including new photographs of 

its life cycle.  
School and community participation in the Richmond Birdwing 

Butterfly Conservation Project by Sue Scott.  This project has 

involved many thousands of community members with over 32,000 food plant vines being 

planted in home gardens and school grounds.  
 

 

NAME:  

 
ADDRESS _____________________________________TOWN___________________________________ 

 
STATE ______________ COUNTRY  _________________________ POSTCODE: ______________ 

 
 

 

 AMOUNT OWING 
NUMBER OF COPIES REQUIRED _________   @ $20.00 each  

POSTAGE AND HANDLING  

Please make cheque/money order payable to Richmond Birdwing Recovery Network 

TOTAL OWING (no gst included in the price) 

 

 

POSTAGE AND HANDLING CHARGES 
 

TO ORDER 

POST: Richmond Birdwing Recovery Network,  
             2 Emily Street, Marsden,  

  QLD, 4132, AUSTRALIA 
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 WITHIN 

AUSTRALIA 

OVERSEAS 
 

1 BOOK $4.00 $10.00  

2 – 4  $8.00 $21.00 

5 – 7  $10.00 $28.00 

8 – 10  $15.00 $35.00 

OVER 10 ON REQUEST ON REQUEST 

 
 

Richmond Birdwing Recovery Network  
 

Summer 05/06 Photography Competition 
 
 

For inclusion in our next newsletter individuals are invited to submit photographs for the Richmond Birdwing 
Photography Competition.  There will be three categories and individuals can enter more than once in a category and 
in more than one category.  Funds raised from this competition will go toward vines for planting at stations on the 
corridors.   
 
Entry fee: $2.00 per photograph submitted (need to submit in print format with your name and contact telephone 
number on the back of the print.  Note, photographs will not be returned).  Please fill in and return the below entry 
form with your photographs. 
 

Categories: 
 

1. The Life Cycle of the Richmond Birdwing Butterfly (includes male and female 
adults, larvae and pupa) 

 
2. The Richmond Birdwing Vine and other Aristolochia (includes close-ups of 

flowers and leaves of the different Aristolochia in south-east Queensland and 
northern New South Wales, P. praevenosa, P. laheyana and the unnamed low 
growing Aristolochia, similar to A. pubera that is the food plant for the larvae of 
Cressida cressida.) 

 
3. The natural habitat for the Richmond Birdwing Butterfly (pictures of riparian sub-tropical rainforest remnants 

where P. praevenosa naturally occurs – along waterways and in the high country rainforests of Lamington 
National Park, Tamborine and at various sites on the Sunshine Coast – Mary Caincross, Conondales).   

 
 

Richmond Birdwing Recovery Network  
 

Summer 05/06 Photography Competition Entry Form 
 
NAME:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SUBURB:  _________________________________ STATE: ________________ POST CODE: __________ 
 
TELEPHONE: _________________________________________  EMAIL: _______________________________ 
 
CATERGORIES ENTERED:    1.  2.  3.   
 
NUMBER OF PHOTOGRAPHS ENTERED _________ ($2.00/ENTRY) TOTAL ENTRY FEE: _______________ 
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(CHEQUES/MONEY ORDERS MADE PAYABLE TO: RICHMOND BIRDWING RECOVERY NETWORK) 
 
Post your entries to RBRN, 2 Emily Street, Marsden, QLD, 4132.  Please wrap your photographs in plastic and 
package between pieces of cardboard to ensure your photographs are not damaged in the mail.   
 
Entries close February 14th, 2006. 
 
 
 

Application form for joining the Network 
 

 

I would like to join the Richmond Birdwing Recovery Network (RBRN) 
 
Name:       ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:    ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Suburb:     ___________________________________________ State: _________ Post Code:  _____________ 
 
Email:      ___________________________________________Telephone ______________________________ 
 
Payment enclosed ($10.00 yearly membership) by cheque or money order made payable to 

Richmond Birdwing Recovery Network. 
 
Plus yes/no (circle your response) I will be attending the launch (add $5.00 for morning tea). 
 
Names of attendee’s ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
I would like to purchase …… copies of the ‘Conservation of Birdwing Butterflies’ book at $20.00  
(plus postage – check amount on page 10).   
 
Total enclosed ……………. Payable to Richmond Birdwing Recovery Network  (a non-profit organisation). 

 
Post to Richmond Birdwing Recovery Network, 2 Emily Street, Marsden, QLD, 4132. 
 
 

School Project Expression of Interest 
 
______ our school ___________________________________________________ would like to be involved in the  
RBRN school research projects. 
 

Contact person details for further information 
 
Name:       ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
School      ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:    ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Suburb:     ___________________________________________ State: _________ Post Code:  _____________ 
 
Email:      ___________________________________________Telephone ______________________________ 
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